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Thebackground

ÅWeall use open sourcesoftware

ÅWeknowit has different licenses

ÅWeknowwe haveto complywith them: attribution and sourcecode

ÅWehavetools for discoveringthe licensesor do it manually

ÅWehaveideas aboutcompatibilitytests, linking, packagingΣ Χ 

ĄQuestion1: Howdo we put all this togetherefficiently? 

ĄQuestion2: In a multi-party contextlikea supplychain?

ĄQuestion3: So that the work isnot done repeatedly?



OpenChaintǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƘƻǿ 
do I trust open source compliance in my supply 
ŎƘŀƛƴΚέ



Goals: open source compliance

ÅDevelop an overarching standardto describe what organizations 
could and should do to address open source compliance efficiently 
gained momentum until the formal project was born. 

ÅIdentify key recommended processesfor effective open source 
management. 

ÅBuild trust by having organizations conformant with the OpenChain
Specification.

Ą reduce bottlenecks and risk when using third-party code to make 
open source license compliance simple and consistent across the 
supply chain. 



Main Pillars

The OpenChainProject has three pillars. 
ÅThe OpenChainSpecificationdefines a core set of requirements every quality 

compliance program must satisfy. 

ÅOpenChainConformanceallows organizations to check and display their 
adherence to these requirements. 

ÅThe OpenChainCurriculumprovides the educational foundation for open 
source processes and solutions, while meeting a key requirement of the 
OpenChainSpecification. 

https://www.openchainproject.org/spec
https://www.openchainproject.org/conformance
https://www.openchainproject.org/curriculum


OpenChainSpecification

ÅAt www.openchainproject.org/spec

ÅSets out the requirements to comply with   

http://www.openchainproject.org/spec


OpenChain Specification

Å6 Chapters
1. άProgramFoundationέ ςsettinga FOSS Policyand Competences

2. άwƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ Responsibilitiesέ ςappointingcompliancestaff, liaison, 

3. άReviewέ ςcreatingFOSS componentbill of materialsand analysis

4. άComplianceArtefactsέ ςcreatingand managingcomplianceitems

5. άEngagementέ ςcontributingto FOSS projects

6. άConformanceέ ςverifyingconformancewith the standard



OpenChainConformance

ÅCheck your entity complies with the specification 

ÅCheck out https://www.openchainproject.org/conformance

https://www.openchainproject.org/conformance


OpenChainCurriculum

Åhttps://www.openchainproject.org/curriculum

ÅStarted off as a single set of slides for training

ÅExpanded into a repository of useful information 
ÅAlready contains checklists, flowcharts, guides

ÅContinuous ongoing discussions for more

ÅAdditional content is always welcome!

ÅPractical info: work is being done/tracked on GitHub 
ÅTranslations are on their own repositories

ÅAnyone can contribute! 

https://www.openchainproject.org/curriculum


OC curriculum - Contents

1. What is Intellectual Property?

2. Introduction to FOSS 

Licenses

3. Introduction to FOSS 

Compliance

4. Key Software Concepts

for FOSS Review

5. Running a FOSS Review

6. End to End Compliance 
Management

(Example Process)

7. Avoiding Compliance Pitfalls

8. Developer Guidelines



OpenChainstuff

ÅBenefits https://www.openchainproject.org/news/2017/11/29/the-
benefits-of-the-openchain-project-in-one-page

ÅFAQS - https://www.openchainproject.org/faq

ÅDocuments and code: https://github.com/OpenChain-Project

ÅApp: https://certification.openchainproject.org/

https://www.openchainproject.org/news/2017/11/29/the-benefits-of-the-openchain-project-in-one-page
https://www.openchainproject.org/faq
https://github.com/OpenChain-Project
https://certification.openchainproject.org/

