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The Licensing Assistant



The problem

Licence proliferation increase compatibility 
issues, constraining the ways in which 
developers could innovate by combining rather 
than merely extending Open Source software.
(OSI report 2004)

No tool provides content-based licence 
selection

No tool focuses on compatibility issues 

1700 licences on Scancode (Next)

350 licence models (on SPDX)

• choosealicense.com
• openaire.eu
• clipol.org
• tldrlegal.com
• …

Existing tools report what recipients

No tool provides easy licence 
comparison



Combining software is depending on…

the permission to merge source code covered by various 
licences in order to create a bigger work, and to distribute this 
work globally under a single « secondary licence »

Interoperability = 
Linking

Compatibility = 
Merging

A selection/comparison tool should extend its selection taxonomy

defined by EC Directive 91/250 as the ability to exchange/use 
information, for which the reproduction of interfaces defined 
as "the parts of the program which provide for interconnection 
and interaction between elements of software" is authorised as a 
copyright exception to the author's exclusive rights.

+

How far licence deals with compatibility and interoperability

Applicable law

Approval (OSI, FSF) and community support



Joinup Licensing Assistant (JLA) categorisation, with contextual help

Linking for interoperability with other software has no 
impact on the licensing conditions of the other software



Content-based selection, on multiple criteria

JLA enables copyright owners to quickly 
identify suitable licences based on their 
content and specificities.

A common tool including the most used 
licences

Multiple criteria selection or SPDX id

Direct link to licence text in SPDX 
repository

Specific licence information



 Compare up to 5 licences
 View comparison results side-by-side

JLA  Licence comparison



Verify they are compatible licences

Identify suitable licence 
combinations

Tackle the requirements imposed by 
each licence 

Joinup Licensing Assistant’s
NEW Compatibility Checker 

INBOUND for what you “use”
OUTBOUND for what you “distribute”

JLA Compatibility checker



JLA
Compatibility
checker

INBOUND 
for what you 
“use”

OUTBOUND 
for what you 
“distribute”



JLA
Compatibility
checker

Disclaimer: 

The above information results from the Joinup Licensing Assistant expert 

system, based on the current Joinup knowledge base. It is not an opinion 

of the European Commission, neither a legal advice from a practicing 

lawyer. The recipient is responsible for the use made of the above 

information and for contacting a specialized lawyer if appropriate.Disclaimer: 

The above information results from the Joinup Licensing Assistant expert 

system, based on the current Joinup knowledge base. It is not an opinion 

of the European Commission, neither a legal advice from a practicing 

lawyer. The recipient is responsible for the use made of the above 

information and for contacting a specialized lawyer if appropriate.



JLA  is  FREE/OPEN SOURCE and will be improved

The tool (V 1.0) is not yet perfect.

Tawonomy and analysis will be 
improved

Original EC source code, on GitHub 
under EUPL 

All comments will be considered
Please take a tour…

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/eupl/solution/joinup-licensing-assistant/jla-find-and-compare-software-licenses
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/eupl/solution/joinup-licensing-assistant/jla-find-and-compare-software-licenses
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/eupl/solution/joinup-licensing-assistant/jla-find-and-compare-software-licenses
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/eupl/solution/joinup-licensing-assistant/jla-find-and-compare-software-licenses


Want to learn more?
Let’s stay connected                                             – Join the EUPL 
community

ISA² programme
You click, we link

 Joinup

Run by the Interoperability Unit at DIGIT (European Commission) with 131€M budget, the ISA2

 programme provides public administrations, businesses and citizens with specifications and 
standards, software and services to reduce administrative burdens. 

Want to know more?

Get started
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/

Stay tuned
   @Joinup_eu

     Joinup Group

Contact us
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/contact 

http://www.ec.europa.eu/isa2
http://www.ec.europa.eu/isa2
http://www.ec.europa.eu/isa2
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/Joinup_eu
https://twitter.com/Joinup_eu
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=2600644
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/contact


Q&A

Any questions?



Thank you

© European Union 2021

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by the EU, permission 
may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Diapo 1
	The problem
	Combining software is depending on…
	Diapo 4
	Content-based selection, on multiple criteria
	JLA Licence comparison
	JLA Compatibility checker
	JLA Compatibility checker
	JLA Compatibility checker
	JLA is FREE/OPEN SOURCE and will be improved
	Diapo 11
	Q&A
	Diapo 13

