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Software reuse: The Italian Law
Public Administrations are required to share their software with other 
administrations upon request (direct reuse).

Public Administrations are required to adopt open source over proprietary software.

Public Administrations are required to release their own software as open source 
(reuse through open source).

Mandatory release of software  within Public Administrations  enables reuse through 
open source.
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The new Guidelines

Developers Italia

A practical tool, but with legal effect, to 
indicate to Administrations how to fulfill the 
legal obligation in the most convenient way for 
them. 

Result of a collaboration between AgID and the 
Digital Transformation Team.



➔ to acquire software, it must make a comparative assessment of the 
available solutions (development, reuse, third party open source, SaaS, licensed 
or a combination);

➔ when deciding to acquire software with a license or to develop a new one it 
must motivate the reasons;

➔ must release as open source all new commissioned or developed software.

In brief, a PA:
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Development Phase
1) The PA “A” decides to develop an “Imago” 

software from scratch and commissions it 
to a developer. 

2) The PA acquires the ownership of the 
software.

3) The PA appoints the developer to publish 
the source code, with an open source 
license, during or at the end of the 
development, in a code hosting tool.

4) The software is “registered” in the 
Developers Italia catalog.
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Reuse Phase

1) The PA “B” looks for a software on the 
catalog and finds “Imago”.

2) The PA downloads the software and 
evaluates it technically

3) The PA appoints a developer to customize 
it, install it, maintain it and train the PA 
personnel.

4) If the software has been customized it must 
be published inside the national catalog.
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developers.italia.it

Developers Italia

A community of nearly 5000 developers writing 100% 
free and open source code to help public 
administrations integrate the Italian enabling 
platforms: SPID, ANPR, PagoPA, CIE, etc.

Open, transparent and collaborative approach: all the 
code is open by design. Anyone can help.

Currently maintained by the Digital Transformation 
Department.



The Developers Italia
catalog

In each software card:

➔ features & roadmap
➔ screenshots
➔ forks
➔ maintainers
➔ development activity
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publiccode.yml

A metadata format to describe public software, in the 
process of international adoption

https://github.com/italia/publiccode.yml

Developers Italia



publiccode-editor.developers.italia.it



Beyond “just release”...

What about starting the development with an 
open-by-design approach?

developers.italia.it



developers.italia.it

@developersITA

slack.developers.italia.it

forum.italia.it
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github.com/italia
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